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1. BACKGROUND, CONTEXT AND CONTENT 
In January 1989, the Carmi.ssion submitted a proposal for a Cotmcil 
Decision to adopt a specific research and technological development 
programme in the field of biotechnology (1990-1994) BRIDGE 
(Biotechnology Research for Innovation.. Development and Growth in 
Europe) 0 
The European Parliament on 23/24 May 1989, in delivering its opinion 
on BRIDGE at first reading, approved the Coonission's proposal subject 
to a nu:rber of amendments of which the following -were accepted by the 
Con:mission in their substances although not necessarily in their 
wording: 
- reduction of the duration of the prograrrme and indications on the 
foreseen allocation of funds (articles 1,2, teclrrlical annex); 
- conditions regulating the participation of European non-Merrber 
states (article 7); 
- obligation to all participating laboratories, in the case of work 
involving the deliberate release in the environment of genetically 
modified organisms, to aclli.ere to existing safety regulations and 
guidelines or, in cotmtries where such regulations and guidelines 
have not been developed, to consult the canpetent authorities 
(technical annex); 
- emphasis on transnationality and rrultidisciplinarity as criteria for 
the selection of research proposals (technical annex); 
- implementation of actions concerning the wider implications - e.g. 
for consumers, society, environment and developnent - of bio-
technology R&D (technical annex). 
Accordingly on 1 June 1989, the Conmission transmitted to the Cotm.cil 
its modified proposal. 
The Council, at its n:eeting of 20 June 1989, unanimously adopted its 
Cannon Position. 
2. COUNCIL TREA'.ll1ENT OF PARLIAMENTS AMEt--IDMENTS 
The Comnon Position follows very largely the Modified Proposal. 
Deviations, outlined below, are such that the Cor:mission is able to 
agree to the Ccmnon Position for the following reasons 
Teclm.ical annex 
Action I: implementation 
Parliament, in order to pronnte transnational and rrultidisciplinary 
collaborations, proposed that the participation of at least three 
laboratories located in three different Meci:Jer States be considered, 
in the majority of cases, as an important criterium of selection. 
Cotmcil did not take up this proposal but indicated that the research 
projects should normally be carried out by participants frannnre than 
one MeIIber State, irrespective of participants from third cotmtries. 
These two attitudes are very similar but the CaIII1011 Position, while 
establishing a useful distinction between Menber States and third 
countries, leaves n:nre roan for flexibility . 
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Technical arm.ex (and article 2) 
Staff costs and indicative internal allocation of funds 
There are variations in the indicative breakdown of funds proposed by 
Parliarent and by the Coraron Position. Council proposes to increase 
the training elen:Ent in the progranme and to compensate this increase 
by a relatively small reduction of staff expenditure (28 posts instead 
of 30) and of COST activities. The Carmission can accept this small 
modification because tra:ining in bioteclmology fonns an essential 
prerequisite to safe and reliable laboratory practice, to innovative 
research and to cohesion in the Commmity and because the 
corresponding reductions in staff expenditure and in COST activities 
can be relatively easily absorbed. 
3. O'IHER CHANGF.S INl'RODUCED BY COUNCIL 
Recitals : the QJnmJn Position replaces recital 3 by a new recital 
which sets out in mre details the objectives of the prograrrme. 
Council also inserted between recital 5 and recital 6 a new recital 
mderlining the necessity to attribute particular attention to the 
ethical and social matters 'Which may be associated to the prograrrme. 
The Ccmnission agrees to these additions. 
Articles: the questions dealing with the rrndification of Article 2 by 
Council are discussed in section 2 above. Council has introduced a new 
article after article 6 which outlines the tasks of the Camrl.ttee of 
an advisory nature who will assist the Conl!li.ssion during the implemen-
tation of the programIE. The Conmission can accept these specifica-
tion.so In Article 8, the Ccmnon Position l:intl.ts to European non-Member 
States and international organisations the possibility to negotiate 
participation in the progranme. The limitation is in line with other 
recently adopted specific programnes and is therefore acceptable to 
the Ccmnission. 
Technical annex: the content of ~_ction I is rrodified at the second 
indent of paragraph 3.3 (Biotechnology of animal cells) to restrict to 
cell cultures the study of gene expression and regulation. The change, 
which excludes transgenetic research with animals, is compatible with 
the initial intention of the Ccmnission to linit research in this area 
to cells cultured in vitro. 
Implementation of Action I 
Part of the new text prepared by Council has been discussed in sec-
tion 2 above. Other changes proposed by the Coomon Position concern 
the description of possible participants in the research projects, the 
importance of industrial participation (particularly SMEs) and the 
dissemination of the programne results in conformity with Conmunity 
rules and taking into accotmt contractual arrangementso The Carmission 
can accept these additionse 
Programme objectives and evaluation criteria 
In paragraph 5.3, the Cot!mon Position suggests that representatives 
fran disciplines other than Biotechnology be invited, where appropri-
ate, to participate in the training courses, sunmer schools and 
workshops organised in the framework of the programne. The Ccmnission 
agrees to this proposal which concerns the wider implication of 
biotechnology R.&D .. 
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